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Columbus Boulevard Design Enhancements 
Reed Street to Tasker Street 

 
On May 15, 2006, Orth-Rodgers & Associates, Inc. published the Final Report 
for the Foxwoods Casino-Philadelphia.  This report was then supplemented as a 
result of comments from the City of Philadelphia with two analyses, the October 
3, 2006 analysis of a new site access plan which provided additional traffic 
improvements at the intersection of Columbus Boulevard and Tasker Street.  
The report was supplemented again with a report containing a Build Year plus 
10 Years analysis to determine the durability of the proposed improvements.  
This supplemental report was dated October 10, 2006 and prepared pursuant 
to the request of the traffic consultants retained by the Pennsylvania State 
Gaming Commission.   
 
The conclusion of the two supplemental reports was that upon opening of the 
proposed casino and with implementation of the traffic improvements, traffic 
flow on Columbus Boulevard would improve with delays reduced over current 
traffic conditions by 32% during the Friday Peak Hour and 21% in the Saturday 
Peak Hour for Phase I.  Ten years after opening, it was reported that in the 
Friday Peak Hour, delays would be reduced by 30% and in the Saturday Peak 
by 7%, again over current conditions.   
 
Subsequent to the publication of the October 3, 2006 and October 10, 2006 
Supplemental Reports, there were a series of meetings that are still going on 
between Foxwoods and its consultants, the City of Philadelphia and the 
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation to further optimize the traffic 
improvements committed by Foxwoods through the design process.  The focus 
of this effort was at the intersection of Tasker Street and Columbus Boulevard 
and the intersection of Dickinson Street and Columbus Boulevard.  The 
recommended traffic improvements contained in the traffic reports published in 
2006 showed only two southbound travel lanes at the Tasker Street 
intersections, with the existing left most lane serving as an exclusive left turn 
lane.  At the Dickinson Street intersection, there were also two southbound 
through lanes shown to provide a double left turn lane into the Foxwoods site.  
While both intersections operated acceptably, Orth-Rodgers was charged with 
studying ways to maintain both three southbound travel lanes on Columbus 
Boulevard and a separate left turn lane for traffic traveling to eastbound Tasker 
Street.   
 
It was also requested that the double left turn lane at Dickinson Street be 
eliminated.  This also had an effect at the intersection of Reed Street and 
Columbus Boulevard on the lanes used by southbound traffic proceeding past 
Foxwoods and traffic turning into Foxwoods at Dickinson Street or at Tasker 
Street.  Initially, six alternatives were developed to achieve the desired lane 
arrangement; however, each either reduced the sidewalk area for pedestrians on 
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the west side of Columbus Boulevard or eliminated the southbound bike lane or 
some combination of both.   
 
After additional study and analysis, a completely new concept, called 
Alternative 7, was developed.  It is currently under consideration by both the 
City and PennDOT.  The attached plan illustrates the concept.  This alternative 
provides for the existing sidewalk and southbound bike lane on the western 
side of Columbus Boulevard to remain as is.  It calls for a new roadway across 
the tracks to be constructed for traffic desiring to turn left to eastbound Tasker 
Street.  After crossing the tracks, this roadway will be adjacent to the railroad 
tracks and arrive at the Tasker Street intersection opposite a new left turn lane 
for northbound traffic on Columbus Boulevard to turn left onto westbound 
Tasker Street, a move that is prohibited today.  At the intersection of Dickinson 
Street and Columbus Boulevard, it calls for a single left turn lane into 
Foxwoods.  All other improvements at the intersection from Lombard Circle at 
the northern end of the study area to Morris Street remain as published in the 
May 15, 2006 report. 
 
Then following table shows the levels of service for Alternative 7.   
 

 
 



 
 
As shown in the table, each intersection will operate at overall Level of Service D 
or better.   A technical Appendix is appended to this supplemental report. 
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